ordered a body of mercenaries to arrest him as a
traitor. When the captain of the band summoned
him to yield, he sprang up from the bed on which he
was tying in his tent, and vowed that he would sooner
die. But before he could reach his sword, lie fell,
pierced through the body. Not content with his
death, the assassins cut off his head with his own
weapon. His few faithful followers dispersed, and
Basta had nothing more to fear from them. "But the
Emperor refused to reward the murderer of a man
who, with all his faults, was the greatest Roumanian
of them all.

No other Roumanian hero achieved so much in so
short a space of time as Michael the Brave. 11 is
whole reign was only eight years long, for he died in
1601, yet he had compressed into it the events of a
generation. The results of his policy were quickly
obtained, and as quickly lost. He made his un-
fortunate people pay heavily for the glory of his
conquests. Having to maintain a large army of
mercenaries, and receiving scant subsidies from the
Emperor, he had to raise funds on his own account.
He could not safely extort money from the Wallachian
boyards, because he relied upon their loyalty while he
was absent on his campaigns. He did not consider
it politic to increase the burdens of the conquered
countries, and actually lowered the taxes of Moldavia,
so that he was driven to oppress the poor peasants of
Wallachia, who were too humble to resist. In order
to meet his demands, many of them gave up their
little farms, and sold themselves and their children as
serfs for cash down. Villages, which could not pay